fects and Governors.   Theodora saw that only three
other women were sitting below in the main hall.

The City had been very tense as she carne to the hall;
many people had been in the streets and almost all had
obeyed the request of the Patriarch not to prejudice the
success of the meeting by wearing favours or shouting
party cries. She knew that everyone now knew the
certainty of civil war if agreement were not reached at
that discussion.

The Hall quickly filled up. She heard above her the
drawl of the speech of the world of wealth and influence,
whose members knew the gossip of the moment and
called all prominent men by nicknames, often with terms
of endearment, "Darling Gugu", "That charming Ron-
ron", etc. Some of the important women came in at the
wrong door into the main hall, and caused a good deal of
disturbance at being asked to go into the gallery. Theo-
dora noted the dresses of these with wonder that so few
of them had any sense of dress. She saw that they con-
sidered a woman well dressed only if she plainly bought
her things from certain people. They had no feeling for
beauty of line or of colour. She reflected that the squaws
of the Libyans and every woman in the bazaars of the
East seemed better dressed than these. In the midst of
the chatter, and the occasional bursts of cheering out-
side and inside the Hall as prominent men came in to
take their places, she prayed for Justinian and his
cause in a wordless passionate hoping that he might
triumph.

Punctually at the appointed time the Precentor entered
with the cry of "Be reverent all", and as people rose and
bowed their heads the Patriarch entered with Nicaea and,
another Bishop not known to her. "Probably Smyrna,"
she thought. They went to their thrones, while Justinian,!
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